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Graduate Hooding Ceremony Notes

The history of academic dress reaches far 
back to the early days of the oldest European 
universities. In England, in the second half of 
the 14th century, the statutes of some colleges 
forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the 
wearing of a long gown. Gowns may have been 
necessary for warmth in the unheated buildings 
frequented by medieval scholars. Hoods may 
also have served to cover the tonsured (i.e., 
shaved) head until they were superseded by scull 
caps, which were later replaced by headdresses 
more like those recognized today  
as “academic.”

Today, academic garb has symbolic rather 
than practical application. Some universities 
have their own cap and gown designs, while 
most defer to traditional black. The size of 
the academic hood denotes the progression of 
academic degrees: bachelor’s, master’s, doctorate. 

The color of the hood denotes the field of 
academic study. The color of the inner lining 
of the hood reflects the colors of the institution 
from which one’s degree was earned.



Graduate Hooding Ceremony

Call to Order 
 

Jay M. Bernhardt, PhD, MPH 
President of the College

Invocation Brian J. Indrelie, ThM 
Protestant Chaplain, Center for Spiritual Life

Introduction of 
Ceremony  
Speaker

Alexandra Socarides, PhD  
Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs 
 

Ceremony 
Address 

Jan Roberts-Breslin, MFA 
Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies  

Graduate Student  
Address 

Kadin Amir Smith, BA 

Musical Interlude (~2 min.)

Hooding  Alexandra Socarides, PhD 
Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs

Presentation of 
Graduate Degrees 

Kate Eichhorn, PhD 
Dean, School of the Arts

Candidates  
Congratulated by 

Jan Roberts-Breslin, MFA 
Dean, Graduate and Professional Studies

Dana Edell, PhD 
Assistant Professor, Department of Performing Arts, School of the Arts

Hanadi Elyan, MFA  
Assistant Professor and Graduate Program Director for Film and Media Art,  
Department of Visual and Media Arts, School of the Arts

Jim Lane, PhD  
Senior Scholar-in-Residence and Graduate Program Director for  
Writing for Film and Television, Department of Visual and Media Arts,  
School of the Arts

Mako Yoshikawa, PhD  
Professor and Graduate Program Director for Creative Writing;  
Department of Writing, Literature and Publishing; School of the Arts

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 Katie Williams, MFA  
Assistant Professor and Graduate Program Director for Popular Fiction Writing and  
Publishing; Department of Writing, Literature and Publishing; School of the Arts

Bill Beuttler, MS  
Associate Professor and Graduate Program Director for Publishing and Writing;  
Department of Writing, Literature and Publishing; School of the Arts

Names Announced by  
John Rodzvilla, MLS  
Assistant Professor; Department of Writing, Literature and Publishing; School of the Arts

Dana Edell, PhD  
Assistant Professor, Department of Performing Arts, School of the Arts

Benediction Brian J. Indrelie, ThM 
Protestant Chaplain, Center for Spiritual Life

Closing     Alexandra Socarides, PhD  
Provost and Vice President, Academic Affairs

In Memoriam Jeffrey Greenhawt ’68, LHD ’23, Trustee Emeritus  
Joseph Knoll, Staff  
Gary Krantz ’81, Advisor  
Nora Kate Onanian ’25, Student  
Brooks Walker ’25, Student

 
 

 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Resources and Information

Captions

Captions of today’s ceremony in English, Spanish, and Mandarin are available  
for your personal mobile device. Scan the QR code to access captioning. 
emerson.edu/SOACeremonyCaptions 

Photography and Video

Professional photographers will be on site today, capturing the spirit of the ceremony.  
Photos of the ceremony and our guests may be used in College publications, on Emerson’s  
website and social media, or for other institutional marketing purposes.

After the ceremony, graduates will be offered a professional video clip of their stage crossing  
and be invited to purchase professional photos. Visit emerson.edu/commencement  
for more information.

On-demand viewing of the full ceremony video will be available after the  
ceremony on the Emerson College YouTube channel.  

Social Media

Tag your social media posts with #Emerson2025 and connect on X and Instagram with 
 @emersoncollege, @emersonalumni, and @emersongradprograms. 

Consideration

We ask that guests be mindful of blocking others’ view when celebrating their student.  
Due to safety regulations, guests may not stand in the aisles.

http://emerson.edu/SOACeremonyCaptions
http://www.emerson.edu/commencement


Candidates for Master’s Degrees

School of the Arts
Department of Performing Arts

Master of Arts and Master of Fine 
Arts in Theatre Education and 
Applied Theatre

Akiba Abaka
BA, University of  
Massachusetts Boston

Samantha Adams
BA, University of Vermont

Jacquelyn Melody Agliata
BA, University of Delaware

Ryan Emery Anderson
BS, Northwest Missouri State 
University

Michaela Barczak
BA, Muhlenberg College

Aoife Rebeka Barrington-Haber
MA, Emerson College

Sara Berliner
BA, Hampshire College

Elayna Rose Broillet
BA, Wagner College

Brendan Michael Cawley*
MA, Emerson College

Emily Kate Coolidge*
BA, Principia College

Caitlin Doris Cremins
BFA, University of Hartford, The 
Hartt School

Amber Ruth Crossman
BA, Brandeis University

Sandra May Doll
BA, University of Michigan–Flint

Samantha Claire Evans
BA, Chapman University

Brielle R. Fowlkes
BA, Taylor University

Nanxi Gong
BA, Shanghai Theatre Academy

Emily Mae Goyette
BA, Dean College

Ariella Jordana Kasmer-Jacobs*
BA, University of Chicago

Calvin Marcus Keener
BFA, Syracuse University

Samantha Christine Kepley
BSEd, Columbus State University

Madeleine Alayna Kline
BA, University of Maryland,  
College Park

Kimberly Dawn LaCroix
MA, Emerson College

Olivia Cory Marques
BA, Bridgewater State University

Corinne Marie Mason
BFA, New School University

Joye Star Prince
BA, University of Oregon

Elizabeth Dee Redmill
BS, Weber State University

Anna Rose Ricciuti
BA, Muhlenberg College

Dionysus Xavier Riverson
BS, Arizona Christian University

Ember Leslie Sentury*
BA, University of Illinois Chicago

Margaret Allyn Sulka
BFA, University of Connecticut

Hector Francisco Toledo Jr.
MA, Emerson College

Joanna Tran
BA, Brock University

Emily Claire Tyler
BS, Ohio University

Michelle Amarilis Wetherbee*
MA, Emerson College

Thalia Simone Wolff
BA, Reed College

Department of Visual and  
Media Arts

Master of Fine Arts in Film and 
Media Art

Greyson Kendall Acquaviva
BFA, Emerson College

Muhammad Zayan Agha*
BFA, National College of Arts

Sean Michael Blanchard
BA, University of Rhode Island

Tati Leska Chavitage
BA, University of California,  
Santa Cruz

Congyi Chen
BA, Lafayette College

Yixian Chen
BA, University of San Diego

Anny Dai
BA, Lawrence University  
of Wisconsin

Karim Emara
BS, Northwestern University

Sara Zhara Fitzpatrick
BS, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst

Meenakshi Garodia
MBA, Indian Institute of 
Management Bangalore, India

Juan Felipe Gracia
BA, Florida International University

Trinity Hodges
BS, Rockhurst University

Asma Khoshmehr
BFA, University of Tehran



Candidates for Master’s Degrees

Jiyeon Kim
BA, Dongguk University

William Christopher Lee III
BS, Boston College

Jiale Li
MA, Zhongnan University of 
Economics and Law

Fabiola Isabel Liano
BA, Smith College

Carolyn Xiange Liu
MFA, Nanjing University

Karen A. McKeen
BA, Regis College

Alexander Nezam
BA, Webster University

Sam D. Permar
BFA, New York University

Christina Yijia Ren*
BFA, Northeastern University

Emma Angen Rose
BA, Vassar College

Scott Joseph Saccoccio
BS, Towson University

Barbara Schouteet Wheeler
BA, Drew University

Yuhan Wu
BA, Beijing Film Academy

Ömer Yılmaz
BS, Turgut Ozal University

Xuekun Zang
BA, Communication University  
of China

Master of Fine Arts in Writing  
for Film and Television

Carrie Lynn Agee
BS, Missouri State University

Abigail Anderson
BA, University of California,  
Los Angeles

Katherine Bergeron
GC, Harvard University

John Thomas Cicco*
BA, Wesleyan University

Anna Hart Cowley
BA, Fordham University

Kaitlin Marie Engmark
BA, DePaul University

Meg Farnsworth
BA, Brigham Young University

Andrew James Fox
BS, Union College

Jada Yasmeen Ganim
BA, California State University,  
Los Angeles

Lacy Gabrielle Gibbons
BA, Georgia State University

Rhiannon Michelle Guzelian
BA, Boston University

Dylan John Hearn
BS, Emerson College

Ramzy Ali Ibrahim
BA, University of Southern California

J Benjamin Koziel
BFA, Western Carolina University

Jonaz McMillan
MA, Gallaudet University

Lucas Mendevil
BA, University of Washington

Charlie Montgomery
BS, Grand Valley State University

Kathleen Anne Ogden
BA, New York University

Christopher Stuart Olson
JD, University of California, Berkeley

Jon R. Rineman
BA, Emerson College

Hannah Mae Robertson
BA, Kennesaw State University

Kadin Amir Smith
BA, Howard University

Rebecca Kjar Smith
BFA, University of the Arts

Mia Nicole Tyler
BA, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University

Brianna Christine Williams
BA, Temple University

Department of Writing, Literature 
and Publishing

Master of Fine Arts in  
Creative Writing

Maira Asaad
BA, Lahore University of 
Management Sciences

Elizabeth Bancroft
BA, St. Lawrence University

Jasmine G. Basuel
BA, Rutgers University

Zhongzhi Chen
BA, Brandeis University

Payton Elizabeth Conlin
BA, Texas Tech University

Gabriella M.T. de Silva
BA, University of Minnesota

Francesca Nigro Diamond
BFA, Emerson College

Aubrie Michaela Dickson
BA, Colorado State University

Jennah Nichole Figueroa
BA, Stockton University

Dru Mikkel Forbes
BA, University of Central Florida

Nathan Gagnon
BA, University of Vermont



Candidates for Master’s Degrees

Lukas Harnisch-Weidauer
BA, University of Connecticut

Catherine Hay
BA, Emory University

Siyi He
BA, Purdue University

Lauren Elizabeth Hunt
BA, University of California,  
Santa Barbara

Susanna Marie-Louise Huth
BA, Bennington College

Campbell Noel Idol
BFA, University of North Carolina 
Wilmington

Charlotte Margaret Jones
BA, Colby College

Emily Kate Kopp
BA, University of Florida

Natalie Lemle
BA, Tufts University

Courtney Brooke Levan
BA, The American  
University of Paris

Shayan Daghigh Malta
BA, Rutgers University

Taylor Rene McDonald
BA, East Carolina University

Taylor Lena McTootle
BA, Spelman College

Jessie Naomi Metcalf
BA, Trinity University

Patricia Elizabeth Mirrer
MS, Columbia University

Kendall Nathan Parker
BA, Goucher College

Grayson Elliot Pitt
BFA, Emerson College

Brittany Nicole Rogers
BA, Endicott College

Abigail Grace Russell
BA, Gettysburg College

Nicollette Tanzi
BFA, Massachusetts College  
of Liberal Arts

Robin Van Impe
BS, Artevelde University of  
Applied Sciences

Stephen Venuti
BA, State University of  
New York Brockport

Holly Ann Walker
BFA, University of North  
Carolina Wilmington

Vivian Lynn Walman-Randall
BA, University of California,  
Santa Barbara

Sara Welshimer
BA, State University of New York  
at Oswego

Kelsey Elizabeth Joan West
BFA, Emerson College

Lydia Ruth Yawn
BA, Valdosta State University

Carson Ronan Young
BA, University of California,  
Santa Barbara

Master of Fine Arts in Popular 
Fiction Writing and Publishing

Lawrence Michael Algee*
BS, Georgia Southern University

Gina Badillo
BA, University of Pennsylvania

Rachel Rebecca Bierman
BA, Wheaton College

Madelyn Jane Birmingham
BS, Siena Heights University

Theodore Boronkay
BA, Rider University

Danielle Angela Brodzik
BA, Canisius University

Lia Callihan
BFA, School of the Art Institute  
of Chicago

Brittani Jenee Cal-Williamson
BA, University of Southern  
New Hampshire

Robert Augustus Carlson
BA, University of  
Massachusetts Lowell

Inanna Carter*
BA, BS, Kutztown University  
of Pennsylvania

Samantha Carvalho
BA, Juniata College

EvVeta Charles
BA, Washington Adventist University

Abigail Marie Chipman
MFA, Academy of Art University

Destiny Charnay Collins
BA, Temple University

Elke Crabtree
BA, East Carolina University

Jacqueline Dever-Kamboj
BFA, New York University

Emily Evangelakos
BS, Boston University

Levi Gerald Fackler*
BA, American Military University

Alexander Gil Feingold
BA, Colby College

Matthew Fennelly*
MFA, University of Hawaii at Manoa

Meahgan Elizabeth Ferral
BA, University of California, Berkeley

Savannah Marie Flores*
BA, Great Basin College



Candidates for Master’s Degrees

Alexander Elvis Goes
BS, Emerson College

Rasheeda Janay Graham*
BA, Bard College

Sarah Elizabeth Alford Hart
MS, The Sage Colleges

Claudia Nicolle Hribar
BA, Stockton University

Honey Ray Hues
BA, University of Kentucky

Katherine Treadway Hughes
BA, Bowdoin College

Katherine Florence Kesner
BA, University of California,  
Santa Barbara

Amanda Langell
BA, University of Delaware

Missy Lyttle
BA, Austin College

Mickey Maloney
BA, Austin College

Amanda Jasmine Marshall*
BA, SUNY Empire State College

Amira Teresa Mazzawy
BA, Texas A&M University

Kaitlin Elizabeth McGuire
BFA, Emerson College

Clarissa Janeen McLaughlin
BFA, California Baptist University

Daniel Mark Melin
BA, Kutztown University

Layne Middleton
BS, Capella University

Honor Saskia Milton
BA, New York University

Gwendolyn Joyce Mintz*
BA, New Mexico State University

Savannah Jade Montoya
BA, California State  
University, Fullerton

Eileen Elizabeth Moskowitz-Palma*
BA, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst

Caitlin Rae Murphy
BFA, Carthage College

Katie Renee Murphy*
BS, Southern Illinois University 
Edwardsville

Jazmine Jessy Nieves
BA, Central Connecticut  
State University

Lena Marie Paslov*
BA, Sacred Heart University

Kristian Taylor Petillo
BS, Rutgers University

Anne Elise Rabalais Bunyard
BA, Texas A&M University

Ember-Reece Calvin Richardson
BA, University of Colorado Denver

Shannon Stockdale-Elftman
BS, Indiana University Kokomo

Margo Louise Ursitti
BA, Saint Elizabeth University

Haley Wartalski
BA, University of  
Wisconsin-Milwaukee

Master of Arts in Publishing  
and Writing

Penelope Abreu Castillo
BA, Florida State University

Itzel Natalie Acosta*
The University of Texas at El Paso

Erin A. Armstead
BA, Wingate University

Rayna Mitchelle Batiste
BA, University of West Florida

Sophia G. Boyce
BA, Emerson College

Reese Collins
BA, Boston University

Julia K. DaSilva-Novotny
BA, Emerson College

Magdalene Lane Duggan
BA, Emerson College

Patrick Ryan Edinger
BA, Emerson College

Sara Fergang
BA, Emerson College

Ana Sophia Garcia-Cubas Assemat
BA, Emerson College

Rachel Elizabeth Gazzara
BA, Emerson College

Lillian Graham
BA, University of California, Santa 
Barbara

Megan Gabrielle Ashley Grosfeld
BA, Emerson College

Charlize Victoria Guerra
BS, State University of New York  
at Plattsburgh

Laurie Elizabeth Hilburn
BA, Winthrop University

Carmen Sierra Horn
MPhil, Trinity College Dublin

Meghan Alannah Joyce*
BA, Bridgewater State University

Alisan Keesee
BA, Western Washington University

Victoria Klein*
BA, Southwestern University

Alejandra Isabel Loperena
BA, Loyola Marymount University



Candidates for Master’s Degrees

Keera Lydon
BA, University of Idaho

Emma Isabella Makela
BA, Western Washington University

Hadera Michele McKay
BA, Emerson College

Erik Gael Melendez
MA, Emerson College

Samantha Rose Mocle
BFA, Emerson College

Ella Rose Morgan
BA, Boston University

Cameo Napoli
BA, The State University of New 
York at Potsdam

Cheyenne Rae Paterson
BA, Hampton University

Niharika Prabhakar
GD, Indian Institute of  
Mass Communication

Danny Rosenberg
BS, The College of William & Mary

Tess Angela Rossi
MFA, Emerson College

Nina Pauline Serafini
BA, State University of New York  
at Plattsburgh

Sarah Nicole Smith*
BA, Suffolk University

Brittany Stonestreet
BS, Frostburg State University

Nicole Christine Swiggard
BJ, The University of Texas at Austin

Miriam Sabrina Taveras
BA, University of Central Florida

River Magnolia Thompson
BA, The University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill

Charlize Manyu Triozzi
BA, Emerson College

Ashley Mae Verrill*
BA, Emerson College

Addison Mikenna Wallace
BA, Emerson College

Grace Ryan Weinberg
BA, Simmons University

Jaden Victoria-Marie Woody
BA, University of Central Arkansas

* Anticipated 2025 Graduate

Appearance of a name in the 
Graduate Hooding Ceremony 
Program is presumptive evidence of 
graduation but is not regarded as  
conclusive. The official Emerson 
College transcript, sealed and signed 
by the Registrar, is conclusive testi-
mony of a student’s academic record 
and possession of degree(s) awarded 
by Emerson College.



Board of Trustees

Officers

Eric Alexander, BSSp ’78 
Chair 
Co-Founder and President, 
Compitium  
New York, NY

Robert A. Miller, MS, MA 
Co-Vice Chair  
New York, NY

Sheila Robinson, MBA 
Co-Vice Chair 
Former CFO, New York State  
Homes and Community Renewal  
New York, NY

Michael MacWade, MA ’84 
Treasurer 
Andover, MA

Doug A. Herzog, BS ’81, LHD ’08 
Secretary 
Los Angeles, CA

Members

Vivian C. Beard, MEd 
President, Vivian Male Productions 
Boston, MA

Jay M. Bernhardt, PhD, MPH 
President, Emerson College  
Boston, MA

Traci Blackwell, MA ’14 
Scripted Television Executive  
Los Angeles, CA

Kevin S. Bright, BA ’76, LHD ’11  
Founding Director of Emerson  
Los Angeles and Producer/Director,  
Bright-San Productions  
Los Angeles, CA, and Boston, MA

Ellen S. Calmas, BS 
Boston, MA

Lorenzo di Bonaventura, MBA 
President, di Bonaventura Pictures 
Television and di Bonaventura 
Pictures, Inc.  
Los Angeles, CA

Scott Goldenberg, MBA 
Senior Executive Vice President  
for Finance, TJX Companies 
Framingham, MA

Ira Goldstone, BS ’71 
Executive Engineer, Fox Networks 
Engineering and Operations  
Los Angeles, CA

Seth Grahame-Smith, BS ’98 
Writer and Film Producer 
Los Angeles, CA  

Douglas Holloway, BS ’76, MBA, 
LHD ’24 
New York, NY

Joseph J. Johnson III, MA 
Managing Director and Head  
of Liabilities, Lafayette Square 
New York, NY

Adele Lim, BS ’96, LHD ’22 
Television Producer, Screenwriter,  
and Director  
Los Angeles, CA

Andrea M. Montoni, BS ’78 
Marketing Communications 
Washington, DC

Paul J. Morra, BS ’95 
Partner, Executive Producer, Director, 
Swift River Productions  
Los Angeles, CA

Max Mutchnick, BS ’87, LHD ’13 
Television Writer, Producer, 
Showrunner, Fox Television Studios 
Los Angeles, CA

Susan (Hammel) Namm Spencer,  
BS ’61 
New York, NY, and Jupiter, FL

Patricia Peyton, BS ’84 
Co-Founder and Managing Director, 
Sphere International  
Founder and CEO,  
The Intelligent Body  
Scottsdale, AZ

Steven Samuels, BA, LHD ’22 
Chairman & Principal,  
Samuels & Associates  
Boston, MA

Cathy M. Weiss, BA 
Philanthropic Advisor  
New York, NY

Trustees Emeriti

James Coppersmith, BS, LHD,  
LLD ’98

Vincent J. Di Bona, BS ’66,  
MFA, LHD ’94

Judy Huret, MA ’69, MBA

Richard Janssen, BA, CPA

Marillyn Zacharis, MA, LHD ’11



120 Boylston Street  
Boston, Massachusetts
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